
SQL Saturday (#1131)Toronto Data Professionals Community (TDPC)

Fabric for Power BI Professionals
Ashraf Ghonaim, Microsoft MVP, MCT

SQL Saturday 
2025 - Toronto



Our Sponsors

SQL Saturday (#1131)Toronto Data Professionals Community (TDPC)



SQL Saturday (#1131)Toronto Data Professionals Community (TDPC)

Community Support

Toronto Data Professionals Community (TDPC), one of the largest data professional's 

community in Toronto, host monthly event which offers interactive learning built by 
community and guided by trusted data experts.

TDPC Event Partners

https://www.meetup.com/toronto-data-professionals-meetup-group/


Ashraf Ghonaim
• 25+ in-depth and hands-on experience in leveraging Data Analytics and AI in 

Strategy Management, Performance Measurement and Process Improvement.

• Roles: Strategy Management & Analytics Consultant, Performance Management 

Consultant, Strategy Management Officer, Process Improvement Consultant, 

Instructor & Trainer

• Microsoft Most Valuable Professional MVP in Data Platform (Fabric & Power BI) since 

2018 (only 3 in Canada, 11 in North America, and 72 worldwide)

• Co-author of the Power BI MVP Book and the Microsoft AI MVP Book

• The Leader of Toronto Fabric & Power BI User Group 

• Frequent Data and Analytics events organizer and public speaker

• MBA in Strategy Management with special focus on IT-Business Strategic Alignment

• Lean Six Sigma Black Belt (LSSBB), Certified Project Management Professional (PMP), 

Balanced Scorecard Professional (BSC)

• Microsoft Certified Trainer (MCT) and teaches Data & Analytics courses at the 

University of Calgary, Canada

• Microsoft Certified: Fabric Analytics Engineer Associate 

• Microsoft Certified: Fabric Data Engineer Associate

• Microsoft Certified: Power BI Data Analyst Associate

https://www.amazon.ca/Power-BI-MVP-Book-techniques/dp/1089210515
https://www.amazon.ca/Microsoft-AI-MVP-Book-Practical/dp/1676417982


Toronto Fabric & Power BI User Group

https://is.gd/8tATvM



10 years of 
rapid growth!
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Power BI is the bridge between
business users and Fabric data professionals

Power BI



All the compute engines store their 

data automatically in OneLake as 

data items.

The data is stored in a single 

common format.

Delta – Parquet, an open standards 

format, and it is the storage format 

for all tabular data in Fabric.

All the compute engines have been 

fully optimized to work with Delta 

Parquet as their native format.
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What is new in 
Power BI in Fabric



AI Assisted Creation in Microsoft Fabric

The Intelligent Data Fabric

AI Assisted

Shared Workspaces

Universal Compute Capacities
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The Fabric platform includes built-in 

generative AI capabilities in the form 

of intelligent assistants we call 

Copilots.

The first GPT-based feature is already 

shipping in Power BI - NL2DAX – 

DAX calculation creation based on 

natural language prompts.

Ongoing major ramp-up for 

pervasive AOAI based product-wide 

AI assistance.





Power BI Copilot: Chat with your data

Built on existing reports, 
semantic models, apps & 
data agents

Interactive visual results 
without switching context

AI-enabled ad-hoc 
analysis for “single version 
of the truth”

Specify custom instructions 
& curated visual answers to 
business questions

Chat



Preparing for AI

Demo

• Schema selection: configure which 

columns Copilot can and can’t use ​

• Verified answers: set specific answers to 

questions to help ground your data​

• AI instructions: Tell Copilot instructions 

on how to reference and talk about 

your data

Public Preview
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Chat with your data

Demo

• Workspace auto-selection

• New zero prompts experience to get 

you started quickly and easily

• LLM generated item descriptions

• New item picker for a more focused 

analysis.

Public Preview





Thank 
You!



Toronto Fabric & Power BI User Group

https://is.gd/8tATvM
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